Juſtiſying the 
MARQUESS of ANTRIM, 


. © Anddeclaring, Thatwhat hedid inthe | 
Iriſh Rebellion, was by Direction from his Royal 
Father and Mother, and for the Service of the 


Crown. 


Be aſtoniſhed, 0 ye Heavens, at this," and be ye hor- 
ribly afraid, be ye wery deſolate, ſaith the Lord, 
FEE. 2. £2; 


For there is nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed, 
nor anything hid which ſhall not be known, or come 
abroad, Mat. 10, 26. | 
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Ireland, Aug. 22.1663, -- 
Ever honoured Sir, a. 2 
Aſt Thurſday we came to Tryal with my Lord 
Marqueſs of Axtrim, but according to my 
Fears (which you always ſurmiſed to be in vain) he 
was by the King's Extraordinary and Peremptory 
LETTER of Favour reſtored to his Eſtate, as az In- 
nocent Papiſt, We proved Eight Qualifications in 
the 4 of Settlement againſt him, the leaſt of which 
made him uncapable of being reſtored as Innocent. 
We proved, - | 
1. That he was to have a hand in ſurprizing the Ca- 
file of Dublin, in the year, 1641. TOUT 
2. That he was of the Rebels party before the 15th. 
of September, 1 64.3.which we made appear by his bourly 
and frequent intercourſe with Renny O Moorc,axd ma- 
'ny others;being himſelf the moſt notorious of the ſaid Re- 
bels 


$+- 3 . T hat be entered into the Roman-C atholick Confe- 


deracy before the Peace in 164.3. 

4. That he conflantly adhered to the NunCtio's Par- 
ty, in oppoſition to his Majeſties Authority. 

5. That he ſate from time to time in the Supream 
Council of Kilkenny. | | 

6. That he ſigned that execrable Oath of Aſſociation. 

7. That hewas Commiſſionated, and ated as Lieu- 
tenant General, from the ſaid Afembly at Kilkenny. 

| A 2 8. That 


-:D 


B (4) 

8. That he declared by ſeveral Letters-.of his own 
penning, himſelfin Conjunfion with Owen'Ro Oneale, 
and a conſtant Oppoſer to the ſeveral Peaces, made'by. 
the Lord Lieutenant with the Iriſh. | 


We were ſevenhours by the Clock in proving our 
Evidence againſt him, bur at laſt the King's Lerrer 


being opened, and read in Court, Rainsford, one of 
the Commiſſioners, to us, That the King's Letter on 


. bis behalf was Evidence without Exception, and there-: 


upon declared him to be an Innocent Papiſt. 
This Cauſe (Sir) hach (though _ Reflections 
have paſſed upon the, Commiſſioners before) more 


ſtartled the Judgments of all Men,tharvall che Tryals 


ſince the beginning of their fitting ; and 1t 1s very 
ſtrange and wonderful to all of the Long Robe, that 
the King ſhoyld:give ſuch a Letter, having diveſted 
himſelf of that Kuthority; and repoſed the Truſt in 
the Commiſſioners for that Purpoſe : And likewiſe 


-1t. 1s admired, that the Commiſſioners having taken 


ſolemn Oaths;Toexecute nothing but according to, and 
in purſuance of the Ai of Settlement,ſhould,barely up- 
on his Majeſties Letter,declate'theMarqueſs Innocerr. 

To be ſhort; therenever was ſo great a Rebel,that 
had ſo muchfavour from ſo'good a King: And it is 


very evident to me, though young; and ſcarce yet 


prought upon theſtage,that the conſequence of theſe 
things will be very bad; andift God of his extraor- 
dinary Mercy do not prevent it, War,and(it poſſible) 
=] | greatcr 
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| (5? | 
greater Judgments, carinot be far from ns. where 
Vice1s Patroniz'd,and A4:trim,a Rebel upon Record, 
and fo lately- and clearly-proved one, ſhould have no 
other colour for his Actions bur the Kings own Let- 
zer ; which takes all Imputations from Arntrim,and 
lays them totally upon his own Father. - - 
Sir, I (hall by the next, if poſſible, ſend you over 
one. of our Briets againſt my Lord, by ſome Friend: 
It's too: large for a Pacquet, 1t being no leſs in bulk 
than a Book of Martyrs. .I have no more. at pre- 
ſent, bur reter you to the King's Letter, hereto an- 
nexed. | 


_ — 


CHARLES-R. . 


e grect you well. How far we have been from interpoling 
on the bchalfof any of our ti Subjefts,who by their mit- 
= WA. carriages in the lateRebellion in that Kingdom of Ireland, 
had made themſelves unworthy of Our Grace and Protection,is noto- 
rious to all Men, and We were ſo jealous in that particular, that 


ſhortly after Our return into this Our Kingdom, when the Mar- 
queſs of Antrim came hither to preſent his duty to Us, upon the In-_ 


formation We received from thoſe Perſons who then attended us, 
by a Deputation. from Our Kingdom of Ireland, or from thoſe 
who at that time owned our Authority there, that the Marquefs 
of Antrim had ſo miſ-behaved himſelf towards Us, and Our- late 
Royal Father of bleſſed memory, that he was in no degree worth 
of the leaſt Countenance from Us, and that they had manife 
and unqueſtionable Evidence of ſuch his guilt. Whereupon we re- 
fuſed ro admit the ſaid Marqueſs ſo much as into Our Preſence, bur. 
on the contrary committed him Priſoner to our Tower of London; 
where after he had continned ſeveral Months under a ſtridt reſtraint, 
upon the continued Information of the ſaid Perſons, We ſent him 
into Treland,withour interpoſing the leaſt on his behalf, bur left _ ro 
| | | uadergo 
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(6) 
andcrgo ſuch a Tryaland Puniſkment, asby the Juſtice of that Qur 
Kingdom ſhould be found due co his Crime, expeCing (hl char ſome 
heinons-Matter would be obeted and proved againſt him, to nake 
Ir:m nc -, and rodeprive him of that Favour and Proce&ion 
from Us, Whichwe kaew his former Aﬀionsand Services had meri- 
red. After many months attendance there, and (We 7 Arp after 
ſuch Examinations as were requifire, he was at laſt diſmiſſed withour 
any Cenſure, and without any tranſmiſſion of Charge againſt him to 
Us, and witha Licence totranſport himſelf intochis Kingdom ; We 
concluded that ir was then time togive him fome inſtance of Qur Fa- 
vour,and to remember the many Services he had done, and che Suf- 

ferings he had undergone, for his AﬀeSTionsand Fidelity to Our Roy- 
al Facher and Our Self, and that it was time to redeem him from 
thofe Calamities, which yet do lie as heavy upon him fince,as before 

our happy Return; And thereupon We recommend him to you Our 

Licutcnant, that you ſhould move Our Council there, for preparing 
a Billro be tranſmitted ro Us, for the Re-inveſting him the ſaid Mar- 


<quels, into the Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate in}char Our Kingdom, as 


had been done in ſome other Caſes. To which Lerrer, you Our faid 
Lieutenant returned us anſwer, That you had informed Our Coun- 
cil of tharOur Letter, and that you were upon confideration thereof, 
unanimouſly of Opinion, that fuch a Bill ought not to be tranſmit- 
ted to Us, the Reaſon whereof would forthwith be prefented ro Us 
from Our Council. After which time We received the inclofed Pe- 
zition from the ſaid Marqueſs, which V Ve referred to the conſidera- 
tions and examinations of the Lords of Our Privy Council, whofe 
Names are menitioned in that Our Reference,which is annexed to the 
faid Petition,who thereupon met rogerther,and after having heard the 
Marqueſs of Antrim, did not think fit to make any —_— to Us,cit 
they might fee and underſtand the Reaſons which induced you not 
co rranſmit the Bill V Ve had p__—_ which Letter was not then 
came to Our Hands: After which time VVe have received your 
Z*tter of the 18th. of March,together with ſeveral Petitions which had 
been preſented ta you, as well from the Old Souldiers and Adventarers, 
as fromthe Lady Mearchioneſs of Antrim, all which we likewiſe tranf- 
mitted tothe Lords Referees ; Ulpon a ſecond Petition preſented to Us 

by the Lord Marquets, which is here likewiſe encloſed, commandin 

Qur faid Referees to take the ſame into their ſerious confideration,an 
to hear what the Perioner had ro offer in his own Vindication, and 
> report the whale matter to Us, which upon a thard Perition here- 
m Eres io ircloted V Vo require thorn rn expedite with whar fpced 
Far 
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pants . By which deliberate Proceedings of ours you canner but 
chat noimportunity, how juſt joever, could prevail withlls 
tobriag Qur Self to 2 Judgment in this Aﬀair, without very ample 
Jaformation. Our 1aid Referees, after ſeycral Meetings, _ peruſal 
of what hath been offercd rothem by the ſaid Marqueſs, have re- 
unto Us, That they have ſeen ſeveral Letters, all of them che 


-writing of Our Royal Father to the Aid Marqueſs, and ſeve- 2: 


ral Izfrufioms concerning His treating and joining with the Trip, in 
orderto the King's Service, by reducing to their Obedience, and by 
drawingſome Forces from them for the Service of Scotland. That be- 
des the Letters and Orders nnder His Majeitics Hand, they have re- 
ceived ſufficient Evidence and Teſtimony of ſeveral private Meſſages 


. and DireQ&iuns ſent from Our Royal Father, and from Our Roy- 


al Mother, with the privity and with the Directions of the King Our 
Father, by which are perſuaded, that whatever Intelligence, 


Correſpondence or Attings.the faid Marqueſs had wich the Confede- 
rate ©: Corbolicks, —_—— or allowed by the faid Letters, In- 


| ftruttions and Direttions ;, and that it manifeſtly appears to them, that 


the o_ our Father, was well pleaſed with what the Marqueſs did, 
after he had done it, and approved the ſame. te" 

This being the true ſtate of the Marqueſs his Caſe, and there being: 
nothing proved upon the firſt Information againff him, nor any 
thing contained again{t him in yu Letter of March 18. but that you 
were informed, he had pur in his Claim before the Commiſſioners. 
appointed for executing the A&# of Setrlement ; andthatifhisInnocen- 
cy be ſuch as is rr vn, there is no need of tranſmirting ſuch a Bill 
to Us as is deſired ; and thar if he be Nocert, it conſiſts not with the: 
Duty which you owe to Us, to tranſmit ſuch a Bill as if it ſhould paſs. 
into2 Law,muſt needs draw a great Prejudice npon ſo many Adyen-- 
turers and Souldiers, which are, as # alledged, to be therein concern- 
ed. We have conſidered of the Petition of the Adventurers and Soul- 
diers, which was tran{mitttd to Us by You, the Equity of which: 
conſiſts in nothing, but that they have been peaceably in. Poſſeſfions - 
for the ſpace of ſeven or eight years, of thoſe Lands which were for-- 
merly the Eſtate of the Marqueſs of Antrim, and others, who were all 
engaged in the late Iriſh Rebelion ; and that they ſhall ſuffer very much- 
and be ruined, if thoſe Lands ſhould be taken from them. And We- 
have likewiſe conſidered another Petition from ſeveral Citizens of 
London, near fixty in number, direfted' tro Our Self, wherein they: 
deſire, That the Marqueſs his Eſtate may be made liable to-the pay- 
ment of his juſt Debts, that fo they may. not. be ruined in the —_— 
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"ct; and who have faithfully endeavoured to ſerve the' Crovag how 


unfortunate ſoeyer, than to expole to Juſtice thoſe, who have:been 
Haney and:maliciouſly geily. And therefore 'we' cannot. in- Juſtice, 
Miſty npon: the Perition of the Marqueſs :of Antrim, and after.the {etious 
ſtritTaquiſition into his Actions, declare unto you,: Thar:'V.Ve 
br find him-Imocent from any malice: or Rebellious Parpoſeagaint 
the Crown ; ' and that what he did by way. of Correſponidehce or 
_ liance with the Iriſþ Rebels, was in order tothe Service'of Our 
Father, and warranted by his Inſtructions, and*the' Frulſt re-\ 
ky in-him; and: that the benefit thereof: accrued tothe Set vice of 
Ahe Crown, And'not” to'the particular advantage and. benefit. offi 
Marqueſs. And as VVe cannot in juſtice deny-him thr Teftimonyoid 
VVerequire-Yoi to'tranſmir Our Letter to Our Commiſſionexs;xhe 
they may-know:Our Judgments in this Caſe of the Lord:of dnlvins, 


An proceed accordingly. And ſo V Ve bid:you: heart ly tarwel; 
; 020 oth, 


"Given at Our Court at White-Hall, Jahyx0. in elavig 
"of. our Reign, 1683: . SR ons 8) 
"By: His' | 
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